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There’s	no	Fortnite	for	Android	release	date	yet	but	when	it	does	launch	,	you	won’t	find	it	among	the	game	apps	in	the	Google	Play	Store,	Epic	Games	officially	today.	Instead	you’ll	have	to	download	Fortnite	for	Android	from	the	company	website	and	sideload	the	game	onto	your	Google-powered	mobile	devices.	This	is	an	unprecedented	move	for	a
game	with	as	big	an	audience	as	Fortnite	enjoys.	Epic	has	given	two	reasons	for	this	move,	the	first	is	that	they	want	a	‘more	direct’	connection	with	its	audience	–	similar	to	how	Epic	Games	handles	Fortnite	on	PC.	The	second,	likely	bigger,	reason,	is	that	Epic	doesn’t	want	to	share	its	money	with	Google,	which	would	take	a	30%	cut	if	the	game	was
on	the	Google	Play	Store.“Epic	wants	to	have	a	direct	relationship	with	our	customers	on	all	platforms	where	that’s	possible”,	according	to	CEO	Tim	Sweeney.	This	means	that	Epic	would	have	released	Fortnite	the	same	way	on	iOS,	if	only	Apple	didn’t	require	apps	to	be	vetted	before	they	made	it	out	to	the	public.Fortnite	is	one	of	the	most	popular
games	around	right	now,	so	regardless	of	its	release	strategy,	it	will	find	an	audience.	ut	it	will	be	interesting	to	see	how	the	game	performs	outside	of	the	Play	Store	–	and	whether	or	not	this	is	a	sign	of	things	to	come.We	don’t	know	how	this	will	affect	Fortnite,	its	audience,	or	even	the	Android	app	ecosystem	as	a	whole.	Fortnite	made	$15	million
during	its	first	three	weeks	on	iOS	alone	–	we’re	no	mathematicians,	but	30%	of	that	is	a	lot	of	money.	We	can	definitely	see	the	logic	Epic	is	following	with	this	release	strategy.But	will	it	work?	That	much	remains	to	be	seen.	There	will	be	some	security	concerns	with	this	approach,	and	it	will	surely	bring	some	scammers	out	of	the	woodworks	that
may	try	to	get	people	to	download	fake	.apks.	Sweeney	doesn’t	seem	to	worried	about	this,	saying	that	“Gamers	have	proven	able	to	adopt	safe	software	practices,	and	gaming	has	thrived	on	the	open	PC	platform	through	many	sources.”We’ll	continue	to	follow	the	Fortnite	for	Android	saga,	including	keeping	a	lookout	for	that	mystery	release
date.	Check	out	our	list	of	the	best	free	games	Via	the	Verge	(opens	in	new	tab)		Google	wants	you	to	find	the	best	apps	faster,	so	it’s	introduced	a	new	section	to	the	Play	Store	called	Android	Excellence.	The	banner	on	the	Editor’s	Choice	page	will	spotlight	apps	and	games	that	“deliver	incredible	user	experiences	on	Android,	use	many	of	our	best
practices,	and	have	great	design,	technical	performance,	localization,	and	device	optimization.”	Last	month,	Google	spotlighted	the	winners	of	its	second	annual	Google	Play	Awards.	Several	of	the	apps	are,	not	surprisingly,	represented	on	the	Android	Excellence	page.	Google	says	this	list	will	be	updated	quarterly	with	hand-picked	selections	from	its
editorial	team.	Check	out	the	first	round	of	apps	and	games	below:	Android	Excellence	Apps	Android	Excellence	Games	When	Carrotmob	organized	its	first	buy-in	at	a	liquor	store	in	San	Francisco’s	Mission	District	in	2008,	it	touched	off	a	movement	around	the	world.	Since	then	the	company	has	backed	some	250	campaigns	run	by	nonprofits,
schools,	and	even	city	councils	in	20	different	countries	in	which	mobs	of	people	shop	at	small	businesses–coffee	shops,	restaurants,	ice	cream	parlors–that	agreed	to	invest	the	profits	in	environmentally	friendly	improvements.	Now	Carrotmob	has	brought	its	cause	consumerism	to	a	global	scale,	first	with	a	campaign	with	Thanksgiving	Coffee	and
then,	announced	last	week,	a	partnership	with	Unilever,	which	will	combine	Carrotmob’s	understanding	of	innovative	sustainability	supporting	campaigns	with	Unilever’s	massive	market	power.“There’s	always	been	this	sense	that	someday	we	can	go	bigger	and	bigger	and	bigger,”	says	founder	Brent	Schulkin.	“When	we’ve	done	stuff	in	the	past	we
weren’t	dealing	with	global	supply	chains.	Thanksgiving	is	big	enough	that	it	has	big	company	issues.”	Here’s	the	deal:	If	shoppers	bought	$150,000	in	coffee	through	the	Carrotmob	website,	Thanksgiving	Coffee	would	have	made	initial	investments	in	a	sail-powered	container	ship	(the	first	of	its	kind	for	a	coffee	company)	that	would	help	it	cut	the
amount	of	oil	it	burns	to	bring	beans	to	its	roastery	in	Fort	Bragg,	California.	Carrotmob	didn’t	meet	their	sales	goal,	but	the	funds	raised	will	still	go	to	clean-burning	cook	stoves	for	the	communities	that	grow	the	roaster’s	coffee.We’ve	shown	that	with	1,000	mobbers	you	can	change	a	small	business	in	your	community.	And	now	we	want	to	see,	what
if	you	have	5,000,	10,000,	20,000?The	partnership	with	the	coffee	company	came	about	when	Schulkin	asked	Thanksgiving	Coffee	if	there	was	a	project	they	dreamed	of	doing,	but	never	found	economically	viable.	They	floated	the	sailboat	concept.	“I	thought	that	idea	was	so	awesome,”	he	says,	“and	I	convinced	them	that	they	could	go	for	it	if	we
spent	enough	money.”	It’s	the	same	idea	that	informs	Carrotmob’s	small	projects,	which	are	still	ongoing–campaigns	are	coming	up	in	Hungary,	Belgium,	and	Sweden–just	on	a	much	larger	scale.	“We’ve	shown	that	with	1,000	mobbers	you	can	change	a	small	business	in	your	community,”	says	Schulkin.	“And	now	we	want	to	see,	what	if	you	have
5,000,	10,000,	20,000?	And	then	after	we	do	that,	what	happens	when	we	get	100,000	or	a	million	people	and	then	50	million	people?”That’s	the	motivation	behind	the	new	partnership	with	Unilever,	the	world’s	third	largest	seller	of	consumer	packaged	goods,	with	over	400	different	brands.	And	while	Carrotmob	sees	the	cooperation	as	an
opportunity	to	make	an	impact	on	a	global	scale,	for	Unilever	it’s	a	marketing	win:	a	way	to	authentically	build	environmental	credibility	and	engage	with	customers.	“We	of	course	started	this	as	an	advocacy	thing	and	that’s	still	what	drives	us	and	our	community,”	says	Schulkin.	“But	we’re	learning	that	while	we	see	it	as	advocacy	they	see	it	as	the
future	of	cause	marketing	and	so	we’re	really	excited	that	this	match	up	seems	to	work	for	both	sides.”	An	upcoming	change	to	Google’s	Play	Store	policies	will	allow	gambling	and	betting	Android	apps	that	use	real	money	in	15	more	countries,	including	the	US,	according	to	9to5Google.	Currently,	gambling	apps	are	only	allowed	in	four	countries:
Brazil,	France,	Ireland,	and	the	United	Kingdom.	The	new	rules	will	be	applied	starting	on	March	1st,	and	they’ll	permit	gambling	apps	in	Australia,	Belgium,	Canada,	Colombia,	Denmark,	Finland,	Germany,	Japan,	Mexico,	New	Zealand,	Norway,	Romania,	Spain,	Sweden,	and	the	United	States.	Of	course,	each	country	will	have	its	own	limitations	on
what	kind	of	online	gambling	is	legal,	with	some	countries	allowing	online	casinos,	sports	betting,	lotteries,	and	daily	fantasy	sports,	and	some	being	more	restrictive.	The	restrictions	are	also	complicated.	Most	countries	only	allow	lotteries	if	they’re	run	by	the	government,	but	some,	like	the	UK,	don’t	have	that	restriction.	And	as	is	often	the	case,
what’s	allowed	in	the	US	varies	on	a	state-by-state	basis.	Anyone	looking	to	release	a	gambling	app	will	have	to	do	their	legal	homework	first,	considering	the	patchwork	of	laws	and	regulations	permitting	specific	types	of	online	gambling	in	the	US.	The	US	has	the	largest	details	box	by	far.The	change	won’t	be	opening	the	floodgates	for	just	anyone	to
release	a	slot	machine	app.	Currently,	Google	requires	developers	to	go	through	an	application	process	to	get	their	gambling	apps	on	the	Play	Store,	and	the	new	policies	won’t	be	removing	that	requirement.	The	application	ensures	that	the	developer	uploading	the	app	is	licensed	to	run	a	gambling	operation	in	the	country	where	the	app	will	be
sold.Before	this	change,	users	who	wanted	to	use	gambling	apps	on	their	Android	phones	would	have	to	sideload	them,	a	practice	that	Google	has	been	discouraging	more	and	more	as	time	goes	on.	iPhone	users,	on	the	other	hand,	have	been	allowed	to	download	them	straight	from	the	App	Store.	Of	course,	it	could	be	argued	that	many	games	and
apps	that	are	on	the	Play	Store	today	already	include	gambling	mechanics	(any	game	that	includes	loot	boxes,	for	example,	or	apps	that	allow	people	to	make	bets	on	Wall	Street).	The	apps	that	will	be	allowed	under	this	policy	differ	in	that	they’ll	be	allowing	apps	that	are	purely	made	for	gambling,	using	real	money.	If	I	could	make	one	request	to
Google,	it’d	be	to	let	people	hide	gambling	apps	like	they’re	allowed	to	hide	gambling	ads.	Google	was	not	immediately	available	to	comment	on	the	policy	change.	Google’s	Play	Store	is	where	most	Android	users	shop	for	new	apps.	If	you’re	new	to	Android,	you	might	not	even	realize	there	are	other—and	in	some	cases,	better—options.	Here	are
three	Google	Play	Store	alternatives	I	recommend.	*	Amazon	Appstore	for	Android.	You	don’t	have	to	own	a	Kindle	Fire	to	download	apps	to	an	Android	device	from	Amazon’s	Appstore.	To	install	Amazon’s	Appstore	on	your	Android,	however,	you’ll	need	to	take	a	few	extra	steps,	such	as	ensuring	your	device	can	download	from	“unknown	sources.”
How	you	set	that	up	can	depend	on	your	Android	device.	On	my	Samsung	Galaxy	Note,	for	instance,	I	went	into	Settings	>	Security	>	Device	administration	and	checked	“Unknown	sources.”	(Business	Insider	recently	posted	a	video	showing	how	to	install	Amazon	Appstore	on	non-Amazon	Android	devices.)	Why	bother	with	Amazon’s	Appstore?
Though	it	is	more	limited	than	Google’s	Play	Store	in	terms	of	available	apps,	Amazon	offers	paid	apps	for	free	every	day,	many	of	which	are	games.	You	might	also	find	some	discounts	on	apps	you	wouldn’t	find	elsewhere.	*	Tablified	Market.	Tablified	is	available	in	the	Google	Play	Store,	and	it	does	a	far	better	job	than	Google	of	showcasing	Android
tablet-optimized	apps.	The	$2	Pro	version	doesn’t	have	ads,	it	lets	you	sort	every	category	by	free	and	paid	apps,	and	you	can	search	by	rating	and	more.	It’s	worth	the	upgrade	price,	especially	if	you’ve	just	invested	in	a	new	Android	tablet	and	want	to	zero	in	on	tablet	apps.	(For	more	about	Tablified,	read	my	review	“Looking	for	Android	Tablet
Apps?	Get	Tablified.”)	*	AppBrain	is	another	free	app	you	can	download	from	the	Google	Play	Store.	Along	with	showcasing	new	and	hot	apps	of	the	day,	AppBrain	scans	the	apps	on	your	device,	then	gives	you	solid	recommendations	(at	least	in	my	case)	on	other	apps	you	might	like.	There	are	additional	alternative	app	stores	for	Android	including
SlideME	and	GetJar,	both	of	which	are	worth	a	look.	Beware,	though,	that	allowing	downloads	from	“unknown	sources,”	and	downloading	apps	from	alternative	app	stores	in	general,	may	put	your	Android	device	at	risk.	Then	again,	downloading	apps	from	Google’s	Play	Store	isn’t	100	percent	safe	either.	If	you	plan	to	download	lots	of	apps,	install	a
trustworthy	security	app.	In	my	experience,	TrustGo’s	Antivirus	&	Mobile	Security	app	does	a	good	job	of	scanning	app	downloads	and	warning	of	potential	threats—and	it’s	free.		
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